
 
NORTHERN IRELAND PRIVATE GREENS BOWLING LEAGUE 

RETURN TO COMPETITIVE PLAY 2020 
RULES FOR EACH COMPETITION. 

 
10th July 2020 
 
To all clubs 
 
Thank you to all of you who have responded either with the news that you 
wish to take part or otherwise.  We appreciate that it will not be an easy 
decision for a lot of our clubs.  We trust that for those of you who are not able 
to take part for whatever reason that you stay safe and we will issue any 
information relating to Management Meetings, the AGM and the 2021 season 
in due course. 
 
Before I get in to further details regarding the rules, we would just like to point 
out the following to all our clubs again. 
 

1. All clubs will have now been issued a bill for £20 – this is your affiliation 
fee to the NIGPBL and should be paid to the Honorary Treasurer on or 
before 31st July 2020.  There are no other fees due this year and there is 
no entry fee for any of the competitions. 

2. Any of the Competitions that have been organised and are on the entry 
form are not for any specific PGL title – there will be no cups or badges 
awarded, there will be no PGL dinner and any winners in the individual 
competitions will not go forward for any IBA title, these are in-house PGL 
competitions only and the only aim is to get players back out on their 
greens and playing some form of competitive bowls. 

3. In conjunctions with Public Health and Executive guidelines the GP 
committee reserve the right to cancel ANY and ALL competitions at any 
stage should the situation require us to do so. 

4. All clubs must comply with the regulations and guidelines set out by the 
NI Executive and Public Health Agency.  All clubs must have valid Public 
Liability Insurance in place and ALL CLUBS will be required to sign and 



return the disclaimer from the PGL attached to this letter.  The PGL has 
issued and attached an updated set of guidelines that clubs can use to 
ensure that they are complying. 

5. We ask that clubs and their members heed specific advice on travel 
arrangements with persons not of your own household.  If you need to 
travel individually then please do so.  The NIPGBL cannot be responsible 
for organising travel arrangements. 

6. All entries submitted must have the consent of your club. 
 
 
For those of you who do wish to take part please see some rudimentary rules 
laid out below for both the Individual and team events.   
 
INDIVIDUAL COMPETITIONS 
 

1. The name of the competitions will be the 2020 Singles and the 2020 
Pairs. 

2. If numbers allow there will be a plate competition in each of the two 
disciplines 

3. Clubs may submit as many entries as they wish. 
4. Subs – for the Pairs, clubs may use one or more subs if so required.  Subs 

should not have already entered as part of an original pair. 
5. Singles will be played in the normal format of first to 21 shots 
6. Pairs will be played over 18 ends. 
7. One, two or no trial ends shall be permitted on agreement between 

competitors. 
8. All games will commence at 6.30pm.  Mondays and Fridays will be used 

for play.  If amendments need to be made and other days utilised for 
whatever reason clubs will be notified accordingly. 

9. Singles and pairs must make arrangements to mark their own cards 
respectively, there should be no sharing of cards. 

10. A date, time and venue(s) for Semi-finals and Finals will be determined 
once the entry level is known and arrangements can be made. 

11. As per current PGL Competition rules ladies will NOT be permitted to 
play in the Individual Competitions 
 
 

 
 
 



TEAM COMPETITIONS (4 PAIR TEAMS) 
 
At the outset can we ask clubs to understand that these competitions are to 
encourage as many players as would like to compete.  This is an opportunity 
for us to encourage all our players back on to our greens.  We are giving clubs 
the opportunity to enter as many teams as their facilities will allow.  We ask 
clubs to be fair and to give as many of their members that wish to do so the 
opportunity to play and compete.  Especially where the Mid-week cup is 
concerned, we ask that clubs primarily use those players that can only play 
midweek bowls and then supplement them with additional players if you need 
to do so.  There is no grand prize at the end of the competition.  This is simply a 
means to get players on the greens, allow members and players to meet, and 
to renew friendships between players and clubs.  We trust that you will act 
responsibly. 
 
Please note as per current PGL League and League Cup rules ladies ARE 
permitted to play in all the team competition events. 
 
 
Saturday competition 

1. Clubs with 1 green may enter up to 2 teams of eight players (4 pairs per 
team) 

2. Clubs with 2 greens may enter up to 4 teams of eight players (4 pairs per 
team) 

3. If numbers allow, we may draw out both a Senior and Junior style cup 
programme 

4. If numbers allow, we will draw out a plate competition for first round 
losers. 

5. To ensure as far as possible an equal number of home and away fixtures 
the draws may need to be amended at each round (of both cup and 
plate competitions) and clubs should take note that a random draw for 
each round may take place 

6. Subs – a team may use as many subs as are required at any stage. 
7. All games will commence at 2pm and will play 18 ends, one, two or no 

trial ends shall be permitted on agreement between team captains. 
8. Teams should mark their own cards respectively, there should be no 

sharing of cards. 
9. A date, time and venue(s) for Semi-finals and Finals will be determined 

once the entry level is known and arrangements can be made. 
 



Midweek competition 
1. Clubs may enter up to 2 teams of eight players (4 pairs per team) 
2. If numbers allow, we will draw out a plate competition for first round 

losers. 
3. To ensure as far as possible an equal number of home and away fixtures 

the draws may need to be amended at each round (of both cup and 
plate competitions) and clubs should take note that a random draw for 
each round may take place 

4. Subs – a team may use as many subs as are required at any stage. 
5. All games will commence at 6.30pm and will play 15 ends, one, two or 

no trial ends shall be permitted on agreement between team captains. 
6. Teams should mark their own cards respectively, there should be no 

sharing of cards. 
7. A date, time and venue(s) for Semi-finals and Finals will be determined 

once the entry level is known and arrangements can be made. 
 
 
RESULTS SHOULD BE FORWARDED BY PHONE, TEXT, OR EMAIL TO THE 
FOLLOWING CONTACTS. 
 
INDIVIDUAL CHAMPIONSHIPS 
Mark Tait – 07977 987297 or competitionssecretary@nipgl.co.uk 
 
TEAM COMPETITIONS 
Brian Leonard – 07718 896164 or leaguesecretary@nipgl.co.uk  
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